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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , the phrases "or the like" and "other equipment" render the 
claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed 
(those encompassed by "or the like" and "other equipment"), thereby rendering the 
scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 21 73.05(d). It would be unclear to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention what equipment 
besides photographic equipment would have a shutter release and what other 
equipment the apparatus would be mountable to, as the required structure of the device 
would be radically different if it were mounted to a satellite or a submarine for example. 
Claims 2-11 depend on claim 1 and inherit this indefiniteness. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1 claims 
"Kit for remote control...", but should state "A kit for remote control..." in order to 
improve the readability of the claim and supply unequivocal antecedent basis for the kit, 
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which is referenced in every dependent claim. Claims 2-1 1 depend on claim 1 and 
inherit this objection. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 8, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kawano (US Patent 5,528,337). 

6. Regarding claims 1-3, 8, and 11, Kawano shows in Figures 1-5 a remote control 
device 30 which is used to control the shutter release of photographic equipment 
(Column 2, lines 43-45), the remote control device having a release switch 31 (release 
button), and a mount for mounting the remote control device (Kawano shows two 
mounts, labeled 17 and 18) in order to support the same on a photographic head or 
other equipment (the ability to mount the remote on a camera, a piece of other 
equipment, is described in column 2, lines 57-63), wherein a seat 25 (guide grooves) 
to receive the remote control device is provided in the mount and the remote control 
device is removably housed in the seat (Fig 1, below, shows the device removed, and 
Fig 2 shows the device mounted into the seat). The mount as shown in Kawano 
comprises an incompletely closed annular strip defining the seat (as shown in Fig 5, 



Application/Control Number: 10/584,030 Page 4 

Art Unit: 4183 

below, the two guide grooves 25, along with the flat surface forming the interface 
between the remote and the camera 11 forms an incomplete annulus, and this annulus 
can been seen in Fig 1 to extend in another dimension, forming a strip). The remote 
control device of Kawano comprises two elongated bodies 32 (guide projections) which 
are capable of being completely housed in the seat (shown in Fig 5 as being housed in 
the guide grooves 25). The remote control device of Kawano is an electrical remote 
control (described in column 3 lines 35-40 as radiating an IR beam on depression of 
the button). . The device of Kawano is intended to be assembled and disassembled by 
a photographer, and thus the combination of the camera and remote control device 
thereof constitutes a kit. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 4-7 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kawano US Patent 5,528,337(in an alternate interpretation than as applied to claim 
1 above), in view of Kosugi et al (US Patent 4,525,052). 

10. Regarding claims 4-7 and 9-10: Kawano shows in Figures 1-5 a remote control 
device 30 which is used to control the shutter release of photographic equipment 
(Column 2, lines 43-45), the remote control device having a release switch 31 (release 
button), and a mount for mounting the remote control device (Kawano shows two 
mounts, labeled 17 and 18), wherein a seat 25 (guide grooves) to receive the remote 
control device is provided in the mount and the remote control device is removably 
housed in the seat (Fig 1, below, shows the device removed, and Fig 2 shows the 
device mounted into the seat). The mount as shown in Kawano comprises an 
incompletely closed annular strip defining the seat (as shown in Fig 5, below, the two 
guide grooves 25, along with the flat surface forming the interface between the remote 
and the camera 11 forms an incomplete annulus, and this annulus can been seen in Fig 
1 to extend in another dimension, forming a strip). The remote control device of 
Kawano comprises two elongated bodies 32 (guide projections) which are capable of 
being completely housed in the seat (shown in Fig 5 as being housed in the guide 
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grooves 25). The remote control device of Kawano is an electrical remote control 
(described in column 3 lines 35-40 as radiating an IR beam on depression of the 
button). 




12. Kawano further teaches that the mount comprises an appendage 1 1 , extending 
from the annular strip outside the seat. In Kawano the appendage is the camera body 
itself, which is connected to the annular strip and is outside of the seating area of the 
mount. The appendage of Kawano has two mounts 17 and 18 which differ from each 
other in relative position between the annular strip and the appendage (as seen in 
Figures 1 and 3 in the mount 17 the appendage is on the left side of the annular strip 
24 and in the mount 18 the appendage is on the right side of the annular strip 25). 
Kawano does not teach that the appendage has a fixing means, that the fixing means 
comprises at least one hole in the appendage. Also Kawano does not teach that the 
mount is arranged to support the remote control device on a photographic head, or that 
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the mount is removably securable to an orientatable photographic head in a plurality of 
alternative operating positions. 

13. Kosugi teaches in Fig 1 a tripod with an orientatable photographic head 18 
(universal head capable of tilting and turning column 2, lines 11-16). The head of 
Kosugi also includes a bolt 66 which engages with a hole on a camera which is 
romovably mounted to the tripod (indicated by C in Figure 3 and described in Column 4 
lines 31-40). The mounted camera is held in such a way as to be secured to the 
camera mount, once the body shown in figure 3 is attached to the camera head as 
described in column 4, lines 51-64. It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the camera of Kawano with the 
tripod and removable mount of Kosugi for the purpose of allowing the camera to be 
steadily pointed in any direction, especially considering that the camera of Kawano is for 
use with a remote control, with the operator potentially not directly holding the camera. 
The use of the camera of Kawano with the removable mount of Kosugi would result in 
an apparatus where the appendage (that is, the camera body) has a fixing means, 
comprising a hole for the bolt of Kosugi, and is removably securable to the orientatable 
photographic head of Kosugi, which may be turned and tilted resulting in the appendage 
being in a plurality of operating positions. Because the mounts are connected to the 
appendage, and the appendage is connected to the orientatable photographic head, the 
mounts are arranged to support the remote control device on a photographic head. The 
devices of Kawano and Kusugi are intended to be assembled and disassembled by a 
photographer, and thus the combination thereof constitutes a kit. 
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Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Kawano (US Patent 5,325,143) describes an accessory for a camera with 
a remote control and a hole for attachment to a tripod head. 

b. Harada et al (US Patent 5,682,557) teaches a camera of similar design of 
Kawano, used in the rejections of claims 1-1 1 above, with removable remote 
control and multiple mounts for the remote control. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEON W. RHODES, JR whose telephone number is 
571-270-5774. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 07:00 
thru 17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Landau can be reached on 571-272-1731. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matthew C. Landau/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 4183 

/L W. R.l 

Examiner, Art Unit 4183 
December 16 th 2008 



